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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
vision is based on the commuƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 
and recommendations.  The Plan is an official document that provides direction for public 
decisions regarding land use, development, zoning, infrastructure, transportation, water 
resources, community facilities and services, capital improvements, and municipal growth.  The 
plan sets a work program for public officials, citizens and staff to implement the community 
vision.  

Walkersville began a comprehensive planning process in 1963 with tƘŜ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ 
first Master Plan.  The Plan was revised in 1972, 1988, 1997 and 2003.  In addition, a Joint 
Annexation Limits Study was completed in 1990 that identified the limits of growth for the Town.  

¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƳall town character by limiting growth and maintaining the 
agricultural buffer that separates the Town from surrounding communities.   

Plan Purpose 
The 2011 Comprehensive Plan Update provides specific recommendations concerning population 
and development trends, future land uses, municipal growth, water resources, transportation 
patterns and community facilities.  The Plan purposes include the following: 

 To provide information about the population, community character, natural 
features, sensitive areas, water resources, land use and development trends, 
transportation and community facilities of Walkersville; 

 To provide a vision for the future of Walkersville, as stated in a series of goals, 
objectives and policies; 

 To assess the quality of life in the Town and make recommendations as to ways to 
improve and enhance the built and natural environment;   

 ¢ƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ 
quality of life and meet the needs of its current and future households, 
businesses, employers and institutions;  

 To provide opportunities for future residential, commercial, employment and 
institutional development that fit within the overall vision for the future of the 
Town and is coordinated with the provision of adequate public facilities and 
services; 

 To serve as a guide to local decision makers and to set an agenda for public 
action; and 

 To coordinate Town plans with Frederick County plans. 

 To comply with requirements of State laws and mandates. 
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CHAPTER 2  
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 
A /ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ tƭŀƴ ǎŜǘǎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ 
goals, objectives, policies, recommendations and proposals.  The goals and objectives are the 
building blocks of the Plan.  The long term future character and design of the community is 
expressed through the goals of the plan while the objectives provide a blue print for achieving the 
goals.  The recommendations, policies and proposals are the details that complete the design. 

Goals and Objectives for the Future of Walkersville 

As time passes and changes occur, it is important that ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ quality of life and sense of 
community be protected and enhanced for the future.  The following goals and objectives reflect 
a vision for Walkersville that is consistent with State and County goals. 

I. MAINTAIN AND PROTECT THE SMALL TOWN CHARACTER OF WALKERSVILLE 
 Encourage the protection of agricultural lands which serve as a gateway to the 

Town and help define its character. 

 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƳŜǊŎhants. 

 Maintain a flexible attitude towards existing and potential new businesses in 
Town, particularly those using or re-using existing structures. 

 Encourage the use and re-use of existing structures in the Old Town area. 

 Encourage small, locally-based businesses to locate and stay in Town. 

 Encourage the flexible use of existing residences and accessory structures to 
facilitate home occupations and home offices that are compatible with adjacent 
residential uses. 

II. ALLOW FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT TO SUPPORT LIMITED GROWTH PROVIDED 
ADEQUATE PUBLIC  FACILITIES ARE AVAILABLE  
 Provide for residential development opportunities to accommodate future 

population growth in accordance with desired growth rates. 

 Maintain a mix of housing types, densities and sizes.  

 ConsideǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ 
industrial or open space base.  

 Develop zoning regulations that provide for the land use needs of institutional 
uses that serve Town residents.   

 Encourage businesses and industries oriented to research, technology and light 
manufacturing to locate within Walkersville. 

 Support the upgrade of existing commercial areas and provide additional 
commercial opportunities. 

 {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŀ tǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ 
Preservation Area around the Town. 

 {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŀ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊ-funded solution to 
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the capacity issues facing the Ceresville sewage pump station. 

 Work with the Maryland State Highway Administration to address the ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ 
concerns regarding traffic safety, speeds, signalization and controls on MD 194. 

 Work cooperatively with the Board of Education to provide school facilities that 
are best for the Town.   

III.  twh¢9/¢ ²![Y9w{±L[[9Ω{ b!¢¦w![Σ IL{¢hwL/ !b5 {/9bL/  w9{h¦w/9{ 
 Define, identify and protect sensitive areas and other environmentally significant 

areas as part of the comprehensive planning process. 

 Direct growth away from sensitive areas so that impacts are avoided or 
minimized. 

 /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ education and enforcement 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ²ŜƭƭƘŜŀŘ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜΦ 

 Set aside land for future park and recreation areas as properties are developed.   

 Encourage the retention of prime farmland for agricultural use. 

 Identify key historic structures in Town and encourage property owners to restore 
and maintain the historic integrity of the structures. 

 Develop an additional water supply to serve as an alternative to the Glade Creek 
aquifer.   

 Identify streetscapes, landscapes and views that represent the ToǿƴΩǎ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ 
resources.   

IV. MAINTAIN A HIGH QUALITY OF LIFE FOR WALKERSVILLE RESIDENTS 
 Coordinate residential, employment and recreational areas into an integrated 

community. 

 Protect existing neighborhoods by planning development at a scale and design 
consistent with existing structures and a pedestrian orientation. 

 Deny new street connections to MD 194 except where shown on the Plan. 

 Provide additional local street connections between existing and future 
neighborhoods to foster an integrated community. 

 Require sidewalks in accordance with Town standards to improve pedestrian 
ways, and enhance connections between neighborhoods, schools and commercial 
areas. 

 Develop a plan for neighborhood improvements.  

 Encourage the maintenance and enhancement of neighborhoods through 
infrastructure improvements, active Town Code enforcement and coordination 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ. 

 Strengthen the relationship between Town officials and homeowners 
associations, community groups and other community-minded organizations. 

 Consolidate property maintenance regulations into a unified code.  

 Develop a plan for beautification of public spaces and streetscapes. 
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CHAPTER 3  
COMMUNITY CHARACTER AND HISTORY 

 

Historic Roots 
The Town of Walkersville began as two separate villages, Georgetown and Walkersville.  The 
villages were located on late 18th century, farm-to-market roads.  The village of Georgetown 
began as a collection of homes along Pennsylvania Avenue while the village of Walkersville was 
formed along Frederick Street.  Each village enjoyed a consistent, yet gradual, increase in 
population up to the Civil War period.  However, the arrival of the Frederick and Pennsylvania 
Railroad in 1872 brought a new prosperity to the villages.  By 1887, Walkersville was described by 
the foǊƳŜǊ ǇƻǎǘƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ άƳƻǊŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΧ{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
county is found in this beautiful glade section, rightly termed the garden spot of Frederick 
/ƻǳƴǘȅΦέ 

 

Walkersville received its charter as an incorporated town in 1892.  By this time, the Town had 
several grocery stores, blacksmiths, harness shops, a tin roofing shop, warehouses and other 
shops to provide all the necessities to residents and surrounding farmers.  Most of these were 
concentrated around the original crossroads of Georgetown and Walkersville villages and along 
the railroad.  By the early 20th century, Walkersville experienced further economic changes with 
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the addition of an industrial center that included a cannery, an ice factory, a bakery and a clothing 
factory.  

 

 

 

 

Currently Frederick County Chapter of the 

American Red Cross, 2 East Frederick 

Street 

21 Fulton Avenue 19 West Pennsylvania Avenue 



 

P a g e | 15 Chapter 3 Community Character and History   

 
According to the 1972 Plan, the village of Georgetown was named in honor of landowner George 
Cramer.  The land east of Georgetown was owned by John Walker, and the railroad named the 
village Walkersville when his land began to be developed.  The area between the railroad and 
Woodsborough Turnpike was developed in the late 1800s and early 1900s.    From 1830, when the 
original villages were founded, to the early 20th century, Walkersville changed from a rural 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  
Walkersville still boasts fine historic homes that include simple log structures as well as popular 
Queen Anne and Gothic Revival styles.  In addition, five historic church buildings, four still in 
religious use, remain in Town.  These historic structures have been included in a survey district 

West Pennsylvania Avenue 

21 West Pennsylvania Avenue Mill Street (owned by Lonza) 

West Frederick Street (no longer existing) 


































































































































































